Worksheet Four: The Truth of Stories

Introduction
The aim of this worksheet is open a discussion about whether stories are true or not. This is obviously a complicated subject, and so this worksheet does not attempt to provide any answers to what is arguably an answerable question, but rather tries to show pupils that they can question anything and to provide them with some basic tools that will enable them to apply their own methods of analysis. Also the analysis is always subjective; it is just as acceptable for pupils to disagree on which elements of a story are true, as it is for them to agree wholeheartedly. They are also rather simplistic, being only a starting point to encourage the analysis of any information received.
One final note; the methods provided in this worksheet are not confined to application to stories. They can just as easily be applied to visual sources of information, such as photos, drawings and paintings.

Levels of Truth
The starting point for analysis is to ask questions about the information received. The simplest way to do this is to provide the questions. The table below shows three easy questions that can be used to start a discussion.
	What do we know is true?
	What do we think is true?
	What questions do we want to ask?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


What do we know is true?
In this section the pupils put information that they are quite sure is accepted fact. So in a story about Innuits, for example, there might be a mention of igloos. We know that this part of the story is true. It is an accepted fact that Innuits in the far North build houses from blocks of ice called igloos.
What we think is true?
Here we put any bits of information that the pupils think are probably true but have a level of doubt about. So in our Innuit story above, there is a mention of how to trap an arctic hare. Without doing some research it is highly unlikely that any of the pupils will know the best way to trap arctic hare but they might decide that the methods described in the story somehow ring true.
What questions do we need to ask?
The story will undoubtedly create more questions than it answers. How do the Innuits build houses from ice? How do they catch walruses? What else do they eat? Also more abstract ideas might come into the section: if our Innuit story involves a frost giant, most children will sadly decide that this element of the story is untrue. A valid question, however, would be “What does the giant represent?”. Are they the personification of terrifying natural forces, or just a good dramatic tool?
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